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THE WEEK following Sunday, April 6, 1919, was marked by unprece-
dented enthusiasm everywhere. Here and there, acts of violence were
noticeable, and the Government immediately stepped in with severe
measures of repression.
In the Punjab all was quiet. Meetings were held at Amritsar and
Lahore. Hartal was observed successfully and peacefully all over the
province on April 6. At Amritsar it was also observed on March 30.
Sir Michael O'Dwyer, the Lt.-Governor, was determined to prevent
the people getting Congress-minded. The celebration of the Ram-
navami festival, with a huge procession and fraternization among
the Hindus and the Muslims, passed off peacefully on April 9. On the
morning of April 10, Dr. Satyapal and Dr. Kitchlew were quietly
removed in a car to a dharmashala, and the local authorities made
military and police preparations to prevent the people entering the
civil station. Their deportation and internment was ordered under
the Defence of India Act.
At noon, April 10, the news of the leaders' arrest spread in the city
of Amritsar. Hartal was declared and the people marched in a pro-
cession towards the residence of the deputy commissioner to demand
the release of Dr. Satyapal and Dr. Kitchlew. The procession was
checked at the railway level-crossing and was forced back towards
the city. The unarmed people were fired at twice and many were
killed. The mob became infuriated and violent and took its mad
revenge by killing five or six Englishmen, sitting in their offices, and
burning their bank buildings. The town hall and other public build-
ings were burnt and telegraph wires were cut. Troops were rushed
into the city and quiet was restored.
On April ri there was an impressive funeral procession which
passed off quietly. The same evening, General Dyer arrived and
took command of the troops in the city. The next day many arrests